The History Ontology has been created with the objective of being a means to model and represent concepts and entities that are of interest to history researchers. The ontology has been based on the CIDOC Conceptual Reference Model, which has been extended in order to support the representation of History. Time and evolution, as well as multilinguality support have been added in the model. In terms of ontology concepts, this extension has been performed in 2 levels. The more general one has been the identification of general historiographical issues as they are presented in categorizations of the most prominent journals in the field of History of Science and Technology. The second level has identified more specific concepts related to the two history domains to which Papyrus has focused on: Biotechnology and Renewable Energy. Lastly, the ontology has been enriched with instances along with their descriptions and interrelations, based on historical essays.
INNOVATION
The Papyrus History Ontology is the first history ontology, according to our knowledge of the state of the art. There are on one hand, hierarchies of historical concepts, mainly of historiographical issues important to history researchers. However, these stay at the level of topic hierarchies of issues On the other hand, CIDOC-CRM was created with the museum curator needs in mind, and as a result it is oriented to the history and properties of specific exhibits. The history ontology is a specialized tool for historians and offers an innovate and expressive way to model history. Furthermore, the history ontology offers a full and expressive way to model concept evolution as well as multilinguality in the context of an ontology where time and cultural changes to the entities it describes are of interest. In this sense it may be used to model other domains where these needs are important.
BUSINESS IMPACT
The History Ontology may be a very important tool for every semantic web application related to historical research, both on the amateur and the expert researcher level. In Papyrus, it is being used as a tool to provide access to news content, and, as a result, assist in historical research by providing context and related information to the primary archival material. However, it may also be used as a tool to annotate historical essays, model and store historical information, assist the education of history as well as provide a structured view of historical issues. The History Ontology, coupled with other Papyrus components, such as the Papyrus Ontology Browser as an end user ontology exploration tool may have a significant impact on historical education as well as research.
INTEROPERABILITY
The History Ontology has been created in RDF, a common ontology standard, and as a result it may be available for every application able to interface with an RDF store.
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